
Did You Know? 
Did you know that Hispanics currently represent 17.3% 

of the population of the United States?  That’s around 

55,000,000 Hispanics. In 1980 Hispanics made up just 6.5% 

of the total U.S. population. The Pew Research Center 

estimates that number will be 119,000,000 by 2060, 

making Hispanics/Latinos the largest minority group in 

the U.S.
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Welcome
Welcome to the inaugural 

issue of Many Tongues: One 
Voice, the purpose of which 

is to inform you of policies, 

practices, and procedures 

that impact the English 

language learners in your 

school. The ELL population 

has been on the rise in 

schools nationwide.  Finding 

ways to effectively reach 

these diverse learners has 

become a priority for 

teachers, administrators, and 

legislators alike. Second 

language learners have 

unique needs which require 

flexibility, compassion, 

creativity, and skill on the
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part of teachers. There is 

no one size fits all answer 

to how to reach these 

students because of the 

diverse backgrounds, 

languages, and needs of 

this population.  There are 

however, research-based 

best practices which 

benefit second language 

learners in general and 

can accelerate the English 

language acquisition 

process. Many of these 

best practices can be 

found in the pages of this 

newsletter and those to 

follow. It is our hope, that 

this quarterly newsletter 

will help you understand 

and effectively teach 

these students. Enjoy! 
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The WSFCS ESL

Department Directory 

Amanda Cannon

Middle/High SIOP Coach and EL Facilitator 

Email: alcannon@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Chari Fischer

ESL Administrative Assistant

Email: clfischer@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Lissette Granados

Newcomer Center

Email: lgranados@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Rebecca Olsen

Elementary SIOP Coach and EL Facilitator 

Email: rlolsen@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Ana Ortiz

ELL Parent Engagement Support Specialist

Email: adortiz@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Elizabeth Perez

Newcomer Center

Email: eperez@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Jocelyn Ortiz

Bilingual Parent Liaison

Email: jortiz@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Osvaldo Rivera 

Bilingual Parent Liaison

Email: orivera@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

David Sisk

Title III/EL Program Manager

Email: dtsisk@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Ann Talton

ESL Lead Teacher

Email: ratalton@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Rosie Turner

Bilingual Programs Coach

Email: rrturner@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

How to Build Comprehension in English 

Language Learners
1.   Read aloud to students. 

2.  Select motivating and culturally appropriate reading materials.

3.  Use predicting activities.

4.  Establish a purpose for reading.

5.  Draw attention to how a text is organized and how it is  

written.

6.  Encourage students to make connections to the text.

7.  Explicitly teach reading strategies.

8. Model reading strategies.

9. Provide practice of reading strategies. 

10. Build in frequent opportunities for students to check their   

understanding of what they have read. 

What’s Different About Teaching Reading to Students Learning English, the Center 

for Applied Linguistics. 
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Introducing 
EdPlan Software 

If you haven’t heard, we are now using EdPlan for all LEP data 
storage!  EdPlan works in conjunction with Power School to 
update students’ records nightly. This move will ensure 
compatibility with existing IEP, 504, and PEP EdPlan software. 
Classroom teachers will be able to access parent communication, 
check modifications and accommodations, and view current 
scores for their LEP students. Although print records will still be 
maintained in each students’ green 
LEP folder (housed in their cumes), 
this will allow for easy access to 
Updates and changes. Training in
EdPlan software will be ongoing
through the year. Click here to 
access the website now!

mailto:jortiz@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
https://go8.pcgeducation.com/default.plx?CustomerName=ncwsfcs
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Stage Description

Pre-

Production

In this stage the student is absorbing the new language, 

but not producing it. He/she is building receptive 

vocabulary and listening skills.

Early 

Production

The student begins speaking and writing using single 

words or short phrases with many errors still present. Ex. 

“Want Water.” or “Bathroom?”

Speech

Emergent

The student speaks and writes in longer phrases and 

sentences but still relies heavily on context clues and 

familiar topics.  The student’s vocabulary increases and 

he/she begins to generalize.

Beginning 

Fluency 

Speech is fluent in social or familiar settings. New 

contexts and academic language are still a challenge due 

to gaps in the student’s vocabulary. 

Intermediate 

Fluency 

The student is fluent in social settings and fairly fluent in 

academic ones.  Some gaps in vocabulary may still exist, 

but the student can demonstrate higher order thinking 

skills. 

Advanced 

Fluency 

The student can speak and write in connected, unified 

paragraphs and is fluent in all contexts. The student may 

still have an accent and confuse idiomatic expressions but 

is essentially fluent and comfortable in the second 

language. 

English as a Second Language Department
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Modified Grading 

The WSFCS board policy on LEP students (AR 5122.3 ) states that “LEP students should 
be evaluated in academic subjects primarily on effort and progress as they relate to 
potential achievement. The teacher may want to use a contract system or minimal 
competency level for these students to determine their progress. LEP students should not 
be expected to accomplish the same objectives in the same amount of time as the English-
proficient student.” 

“NOTE: LEP students cannot be failed on the basis of language alone.”

English as a Second Language Department

Newsletter

Considerations When Grading ELLs

1. LEP students are to be assessed on their progress in meeting the objectives of the 
North Carolina Common Core and Essential Standards and their progress in learning 
English. Although these students may not be able to perform at grade level, it is important 
that LEP students participate in each activity and be evaluated in terms of effort and 
progress. 

2. The time needed to meet goals is greater for LEP students. More modeling, expansion, 
and repetition are needed to facilitate learning concepts and skills. Students may need 
more time to complete assignments. 

3. Students should not receive failing grades due to language deficits. They cannot be 
evaluated with the same expectations of native English speakers. However, an LEP student 
could receive a failing grade when considering such factors as effort, participation, and 
attendance. It is important to rule out language as the reason for poor academic 
performance in cases where failing grades are assigned, and to document this carefully. 

4. Classroom assessment should consider the level of language proficiency. Teachers and 
schools should use the WIDA Can Do Descriptors found at www.wida.us.

5. Grade more globally at first. For example, look for the student to state/represent the 
main idea first, and later, when more competent in language, assess for greater detail or 
elaboration. With increased language skills, increase the accountability for specifics. 

6. Teach and assess using Gardner's Multiple Intelligences, Bloom's Revised Taxonomy, and 
Webb's Depth of Knowledge to better meet students’ needs. This approach helps LEP 
students learn as content is presented through various mediums. 

Continued on page 5…
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https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
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Considerations when Grading LEP Students Continued…

7. Use multiple measures to determine progress such as: portfolios, rubrics, checklists, 
anecdotal records, dated samples of work over time, projects, demonstrations, visual 
representations of content, retellings, book talks, mapping of ideas/concepts visually 
representing more and less important information, journals, learning logs, conferencing, 
participation in collaborative activities, surveys, etc. 

8. Collaborate with the ESL teacher in grading decisions and use the comments section on 
the report card/progress report to indicate you have used modified grading. 

English Language Learners 

& Testing Exemptions

There are often a lot of questions 

regarding the tests ELLs must take. While 

ELLs must participate in and be counted 

a part of most state mandated measures, 

there are a few exemptions.  One 

example is students who are designated 

LEP and enrolled in their first year in a 

US school are exempt from the language 

arts EOG. They do not have to take the 

test. This exemption is only applied the 

school year the student is first enrolled, 

not a calendar year.  Another example is 

students who are LEP and have received 

less than two years of ESL services who 

fall under a good cause exemption for 

Read to Achieve. ELLs must be assessed 

through TRC but are not eligible for 

penalties if they do not pass. If you have 

a question about whether or not an ELL 

should participate in a test or what 

accommodations a student qualifies for, 

talk to your testing coordinator for 

further information or visit NCDPI’s 

Accountability Services Division HERE. 

The LEP Committee 
Interested in helping your ELL 
population to succeed?  Want to be an 
integral part of your school’s decision 
making process for LEP students?  
Join the LEP Committee. The LEP 
Committee is made up of ESL 
teachers, counselors, administrators, 
and classroom teachers at each 
school. They help make important 
decisions regarding modifications, 
accommodations, and retention, as 
well as monitoring and evaluating 
students’ progress. The ESL 
committee is an integral part of 
meeting the diverse needs of the ELL 
population at each WSFC school. 
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http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/accountability/policies/slep/
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Pacing:
___Extend time requirements
___Exclude inappropriate assignments
___Set realistic, achievable expectations

Presentation of Subject Material:
___Use individual/small group 

instruction
___Simplify language
___Pre-teach vocabulary
___Emphasize critical information
___Demonstrate concepts
___Use manipulatives
___Use graphic organizers
___Tape lectures for playback

Materials:
___Highlight textbooks/study guides
___Bilingual dictionary/electronic 

translator
___Use adapted/modified textbooks
___Provide supplementary multimedia 

resources (e.g audio books, realia    
videos, internet sites)

___Allow use of calculators/computers
___Avoid use of cursive writing

Assignments:
___Assign homework clearly
___Provide example of completed work
___Shorten assignments
___Adapt worksheets, packets
___Use alternate assignments
___Give assistance in note taking or use 

guided notes
___Lower reading level
___Read directions to student
___Give directions in small, distinct 

steps
___Provide written and oral directions
___Allow copying from paper/book

Environment:
___Assign preferential seating
___Assign a peer mentor
___Develop consistent class routines
___Use native language support when 

possible for clarification  

Reinforcement and Follow Through:
___Check often for understanding 
___Have student repeat key concepts
___Plan cooperative learning experiences
___Provide language experiences
___Use concrete reinforcement
___Give immediate feedback
___Teach study skills
___Use study guides to organize materials
___Make/use vocabulary files
___Model behaviors and language 

Adaptations to Classroom Tests:
___Allow students to answer orally
___Use multiple choice format
___Read test to student
___Modify format
___Provide word bank
___Use different test items
___Shorten test length
___Select only appropriate test items           

Grading:
___Modify grading system 
___Modify weights of course components
___Modify inappropriate course outcomes
___Grade on effort and progress 
___Consider level of English proficiency 

when grading 
___Use Can Do Indications to identify 

appropriate level of response

Ideas for Classroom Modifications for ELLs 

Adapted from West Virginia Department of Education 
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Acronym 

Quick-Guide
Limited English Proficient: LEP 

is the identification given to 

students who score below 

Level 5 (Bridging) in at least 

one domain on the English 

proficiency test. Not every 

student is who is learning 

English as a second language is 

LEP and this designation is not 

based on ESL services.

English as a Second Language: 

ESL is a method of instruction 

for students who are learning 

English as a new language. 

Pull-out, push-in, and co-

teaching are all approved 

models for service. 

Sheltered Instruction 

Observation Protocol:  SIOP is 

a research-based teaching 

methodology that helps 

teachers make their 

classrooms more 

comprehensible for English 

language learners.  

World-Class Instructional 

Design and Assessment: WIDA 

is a consortium comprised of 

29 states and or US territories. 

Their research team has 

created comprehensive English 

language development 

standards and assessments 

(the ACCESS) to determine 

students’ levels of English 

language proficiency.
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Q & A
How is a student classified as LEP?

Each student who completes a Home Language 
Survey and indicates another language besides 
English must take the W-APT English language 
screener assessment at the Newcomer Center 
(except Kindergarteners who are tested at the 
school). If they fall below a set level of English 
proficiency, they are labeled Limited English 
Proficient. 

What are the W-APT and ACCESS 
assessments?

The W-APT is an English proficiency screener 
used initially to identify students as LEP.  The 
ACCESS is the English proficiency assessment 
that LEP students take annually each spring.

Do ALL LEP students receive LEP testing 
accommodations? 

No. Only students who score less than a five in 
reading on the WAPT or the ACCESS qualify for 
testing accommodations. 

Is LEP the same thing as ESL? 

No. LEP is the designation given to students. ESL 
is the class or curriculum students receive. A 
student can be LEP and not receive ESL services. 

Got a question?  Email rlolsen@wsfcs.k12.nc.us, subject line Newsletter 
Q&A, to see your question answered in next quarter’s newsletter.  

FEEDBACK
Give Us Some 

Feedback: 

click here 
to tell us what you 

think! 
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mailto:rlolsen@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
https://goo.gl/forms/g6C8uvrukR6uiU5R2
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What is SIOP?
Sheltered Instruction Observation 

Protocol (SIOP) is a scientifically 

research-based model designed 

to make classroom content 

accessible for second language 

learners. Participants will learn 

about the process of language 

acquisition, explore the eight 

components of the SIOP model, 

and experience content from an 

English Language Learner’s 

perspective. Any instructional 

personnel who works with Limited 

English Proficient students will 

benefit from this unique training. 

Join Us!
Goodwill Industries 

Central Meeting Room 
University Parkway 

Winston-Salem, NC 27105

Dates: Thursday, October 27th
& Friday, October 28th

(Please plan to attend both days)

Time: 8:30am-3:30pm

CEU Credits: 12 hours                         
(6 ESL/General and 6 Reading)

You can register via the staff 
development system

My Learning Plan. 

Note: You must get principal 
permission to attend

Upcoming Professional Development 

https://www.mylearningplan.com/mvc/login
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Sign up HERE!

https://signup.com/client/invitation/6775657374/1538441/false
https://signup.com/client/invitation/6775657374/1538441/false
https://signup.com/client/invitation/6775657374/1538441/false

